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By JACOB POK

CHAIRMAN of  the National 
Fisheries Authority (NFA) Job 
Pomat has praised the authority’s 
former managing director 
Sylvester Pokajam for his effort 
in bringing PNG to the world map 
as a major fi shing nation. 

Mr Pokajam was replaced by 
John Kasu as the new managing 
director of  the NFA.

In a moving hand-over and take-
over ceremony at the NFA offi ce 
in Port Moresby last Friday, Mr 
Pomat thanked Mr Pokajam for 
the immense knowledge he had 
in fi sheries which refl ected in the 
growth of  the authority. 

“Mr Pokajam is one of  the best 
in the fi shing authority and I look 
high on him. I did not agree with 
the National Executive Council’s 
decision to replace him, but 
again, I know there are greater 
things to come for him so I had to 
let go,” Mr Pomat said.

He said Mr Pokajam, during 
his 10-year tenure as managing 
director, had brought the NFA 
offi ce to where it is today and 
challenged the new managing 
director to do likewise.   

Mr Pokajam, who willingly 
accepted the NEC decision to 
replace him, said he had a lot 
of  unfi nished work to do for the 
authority but had to comply with 

the directives of  the government. 
“This offi ce belongs to the 

government and whether we like 
it or not, we have to comply with 
its directives and decisions,” Mr 
Pokajam said.

He encouraged his successor to 
consult him if  needed any help. 

“I’m just a phone call away if  
you need any help,” Mr Pokajam 
told his successor during the 
ceremony. 

Fisheries Minister Mao Zeming 
also thanked Mr Pokajam for a 
job well done in bringing up the 
NFA offi ce to new heights.

Mr Pokajam was farewelled 
with gifts by the board and the 
staff  of  the NFA. 

NFA chairman Job Pomat (right) shakes hands with former NFA managing director Sylvester Pokajam 
after presenting him with a gift during the hand-over and take-over ceremony last Friday. 

Pokajam praised 
for NFA success

By MELISSA MARTIN

THE number of  students enrolled 
in elementary to secondary schools 
this year has increased to a gross 
enrollment rate of  78 percent, a four 
percent leap from last year’s 74 per 
cent.

That is 1.8 million children enrolled 
out of  the 2.3 million children 
school age children throughout the 
country, and was largely due to the 
Government’s tuition fee free policy.

Minister for Finance and Education 
James Marape stated this at the 2014 
Leaders Summit yesterday in Port 
Moresby. 

He said the compulsory education 
policy aims to see all school age 
children in school but cannot have 
this done at all levels as some have 
passed school age.

“In 2015, we will have an education 
structure reform that will do away 
with the outcome based education 
and use the new standard based 
education.

“There will be only one exit at 
the end of  year 12 following a fi nal 
examination; there will be no more 
dropouts at the end of  grades eight 
and 10,”he said. 

Mr Marape said this means all 
elementary schools will enrol grades 
one and two, primary schools will have 
grades three to six and all secondary 
schools will cater for grades seven to 

12. “There was no capacity in primary 
schools under the OBE system for 
grades 7 and 8 resulting in poor grade 
9 and 10s results,” he added.

From 2014 to 2017, the Government 
will focus on tuition free education, 
school curriculum which is the exit 
strategy of  OBE and the introduction 
of  English language policies in 
standard based education and 
improved teacher training to improve 
their quality in the workforce.

The Government will also focus on 
technical and vocational education 
training (TVET), compulsory 
education and schools of  excellence 
that is introducing international 
standard curriculum, teacher 
training, improved infrastructure and 
provisions of  teaching and learning 
materials.

Mr Marape said despite the K652 
million funding for last year, nothing 
was parked aside for the schools 
infrastructure therefore 20 per 
cent of  that was spent on school 
infrastructure.

There are more than 45,647 teaching 
staff  and 10,466 recognized schools in 
throughout the country.

 However, there were 230 schools 
found to be no-operational in 2013 
and accounts suspended and there is 
still an ongoing partnership between 
the banks and the Department of  
Education.

By JINA AMBA

THE Mt Hagen Central village court 
magistrates, chairman and clerks 
held one week training on the Child 
Protection Act.  

The training  ran from February 3-7 
and was held at Pangkuwat Lodge, 
Western Highlands Province.   

A total of  32 village court magistrates, 
chairmen and clerks took part in the 
training. The training was funded 
by UNICEF in partnership with Mt 
Hagen General Hospital. 

Sister in charge of  the well women 
clinic, Edith Namba, highlighted three 
objectives of  the training. She said the 
training was to make the village court 
magistrates, chairman and clerks 
aware of  the New Lukautim Pikinini 
Act which was introduced in 2009. 

Sr Edith said they trained them what 
to hear at village court and what not to 
hear and the power they have to make 
decisions in the village court. 

She said they also discussed the 
way forward which included more 
HIV/AIDS training, alcohol and drug  
awareness and the Act and training 
on gender based violence. 

Sr Edith said this training was 
fi rst of  its kind and more training 
is needed. She said from reports it 

showed that the main target of  sexual 
violence were children. 

Sr Edith said when taken to village 
courts medical reports are abused 
because village court magistrates, 
chairman and clerks do not fully 
understand what to do. 

“That was why this training was 
held to make sure they know what to 
during village courts.” 

UNICEF child protection offi cer 
Josephine Mill said most village court 
magistrates; chairman and clerks did 
not know the Act and this training 
have helped them a lot. 

Ms Mill said partnership is 
important and it brings development. 
“Co-operation makes work much 
easier and successful,” she said.

She thanked Western Highlands 
Health Authority (WHPHA) and the 
law and order section for working in 
partnership to bring changes into 
communities and societies.

Ms Mill urged the participants to 
share and practice the knowledge they 
gained so that children’s rights would 
be protected. 

Provincial village court offi cer 
Johnny Pena thanked WHPHA and 
UNICEF for the training and said 
more training like this is needed.

A DAILY mobile phone text 
message to Papua New Guinean 
elementary school teachers 
has boosted children’s reading 
ability. 

This came about after PNG and 
Australia trialled sending text 
messages to elementary teachers 
in two provinces to improve the 
skills of  students.

 A group of  teachers received 
200 text messages over 20 weeks 
containing stories they wrote on 
the blackboard and lesson plans 
designed to help them introduce 
children to reading English. 

 At the end of  the trial, the 
reading ability of  more than 1000 
children in Simbu and Madang 
provinces was signifi cantly 
higher than other elementary 
school children.

Minister (Development Co-
operation) at the Australian High 
Commission Stuart Schaefer, said 
the trial provided strong evidence 
to help PNG to tackle illiteracy.  

“Poor literacy ruins lives 
and leads to poverty. Australia 
supports PNG’s efforts to increase 

the number of  children who can 
read and write,” Mr Schaefer 
said.  

“A rigorous evidence base is 
vital to test if  ideas like this can 
fi t with existing services and 
have a development impact. 

“By thinking outside the square 
PNG is fi nding new ways of  using 
existing technology and systems 
to improve development.” 

The acting assistant secretary 
of  the Curriculum Development 
and Assessment Division in 
the Department of  Education, 
Wesley Lakain, said the project 
was innovative and important.  

“The Government of  PNG is 
committed to improving service 
delivery, and we are excited about 
being able to use text messages to 
help teachers based in rural and 
remote places,” Mr Lakain said.

 PNG and Australia have also 
trialled using mobile phones 
to reduce maternal and infant 
mortality in Alotau and to collect 
more reliable data from 35 District 
Courts across PNG.

Voluntary Services Overseas 

(VSO) conducted the SMS Story 
trial in partnership with the 
Department of  Education. 

Australia funded the trial 
through the Economic and Public 
Sector Program. 
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